Evidence for Defence.
Dr William Amalxe
Now, will you tell me, except for some cases in the book,
have you ever known of this encysting taking place?—No. The
book I refer to is Blythe's Cf Poison and their Detection," last
edition. It is also referred to in a number of other books.
Is it not remarkable that, if encysting takes place, neither
Sir William Willcox, Dr. Spilsbury, nor Dr. Townsend ever met
a case of it?—Yes, it is, because it is so frequently mentioned. I
am almost certain it is to be found in Witthaus.
Sir H. curtis bennett—The first reference, I think, is at
page 4:4:9.
Cross-eaumination continued—I will read the passage refer-
ring to it—" A. girl of nineteen confessed to having taken arsenic
during the morning, and it was thought she took it at eleven
o'clock in soup. No very serious consequences were observed be-
fore evening, although she several times changed colour, and gave
other signs of suffering and ansiety. She dined fairly well at
2 p.m. At 7 p.m. she vomited with e3±reme violence. She was
seen at 11 p.m. by Tonnelier, who observed the symptoms of
severe arsenical poisoning.5* A little later on is the question o"f
encysting. ff In the stomach was found a cyst, in which traces
of the vessels could be seen and in the interior of which was thin
partitions, forming a cellular structure containing fragments of
crystalline arsenic of varying size. In the opinion of Dipuytren
this cyst dated from one of the previous attempts at suicide."
That means that in that girl's stomach there was, in conse-
quence of attempted suicide by arsenic, a cyst forming a cellular
structure ?—Yes.
And some of this arsenic got into this, and a part was formed
in part of the stomach of that girl?—Yes, I think that was in my
mind.
And this case was not a case where the arsenic was walled with
mucus round it, but a case in which there was a cyst attached to the
•stomach of the girl?—Yes.
And it so happened that arsenic got into that little pocket
attached to the stomach?—Yes.
And then, unless there were a growth or pocket attached to
the stomach, it would not have happened?—Not in that case.
Come now to page 497, which is the passage I referred to. I
think I shall have to go a little back to tEe case of Eegina, v.
Madeleine Smith. ** Professor Penny separated 3.2 grains of
crystallised arsenic from the stomach. These particles are most
frequently found in the stomach, but they have also been found
elsewhere, in the duodenum, in the ileum and jejunum, in the
large intestine, and in the mouth and between the teeth. In an
early case a cyst containing crystallised white arsenic was found in
the stomach." This is the one case in which is given the passage
I referred to of Madeleine Smith, and has no reference to a cyst
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